
A WALK ROUND BURTONS' ST. LEONARDS
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Towards the western end o f thk secifront aZ:

Rashesis the Royal Victoria Botel . /ou mauI
have, passed. it', perhaps several 4mks, ond
assumed that i t is just another seaside. hotel i nzthkr

grand, perhaps a litHe. old Pstuonkd, hardly worth
asecond cllance. Ingot it' is weal worth another
cllance, not on / a t the building itself but also at
the remarkable. piece of tonne plcinninct of which
g is ttie centraA feccMr'e . A b ook a%out sUssex
published 'vn. I835 cakls t4is areoi. the thew
kown at , St. Leoricvrds . % he architeob and
planner was Jawuzs burton anct the present

s tczine is B u r ton.s' St. Leonards . I n W s

H ncl cuitd surprising ~ ur e s o} tihk own

Rrst , let us take a oloser look aA the hohzl
I think it is rather doubtful if Jcumes Surton
would nzccJJnise enuch of his deslicln. Someone
has put a new r oof and. abc. on it a nd. in l)03

cu.%e %ps o f the cotu.vnns
( I shaV. be describingthe Gassicat

Suan's ' Vowm Plcun..
It is based on QamaNi

of the circhcteot.u~
design Pgows dgtculg

' calon~eae I
'

. eolonnaec

first used. by the
bomieiNt, CIreieks . +main ax is

someone added. %the clcounct floor , More.
nzcently there has been the adc4tton. on the right .

~ ab the Q'rst floor does it look Like the. old.
prints which were dnziun when ik wizen+ rig new.
There cure huo Pzcubunzs w4.c4. I shoutct Izkz. you. to
look at pc+.hculczrg : Rrs t ) the
Coririt-hiaNi. Ccuputcds — y QjP P~

orders" Icuhz,r cia); second. , the
synme+ of the. bu4ctincI, c.xccpt iI'ov the
exQnsiori on the r i clout'. %as symmetry e xhencts

beyond.the. hohzl and is part of James

pr inciples while much ~Clq
W k I 'hope ti shanz with. you some of the

started here on the sealant in I82.8 .
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has now vanished.. Laker work has

C)na o f the w~s of olascribi'nol 19<hC.
ctuNa is to ree r to ikas lhe

Aga of Ravivovis Ham. ~ es
P >avion. is usinol Qonian p lant i n g

fonna' anciaL spm~atviozL anoL kis
is <znuphasi sacs + tha long colonnades
nzpecuhzcL on. bo& side.s of the kohzt.
To the east snnoh o f' the onoxvnaA dalai .

been addezL Liku the pedinuzrvts over the
windows %wards the end. of the blook
Tha. pats ~%er on. budt in 1)37-38
ore not wkhout irvtenzst as an avzzmple
g the ' 30< bu t t heii scczla overvvhehns
~e s Swv+ ns classicist design..

Loolcing up the roacL, pardnerW+,
ba4waen the horace aNicL tke hohzt, we
saa anodes a s pect o f t he c lasslcczL
approach. a s il sninebriceL building
~e e l bvj the 4)o b&ckngs on the
sea.Qrvb amp4asised bq u s trongly
markezE ~ , the 4 v iczniIzdzzN
pn4inervt aver la vnc catu.~ s .



featu.nz, in the orig ina l d es ign .

in fhp neui Wwn. . l Vz tend io M nOC. OhW

'i0billGing ~ w % wards %r, west%are was a
s ihnikzr corrvposiiion look in' uq 5 u r i o n

but 'ut was ruined as a rizsuAt of war
daNiiaglz. T h i s western Wr race sti l l
nz&ins loriic columns w4ch were a

Just past %e P~ > Crown+louse now
weth resionzcl was the ear l ies4 building

prefakr icai ion is a r ecent idiza. bM
Cmwn %house was preI abr iccded in
Raven% Fbrk and. bcought m u nd +
ccxdct 4ve on the spot d ur i nzii woA' on
his pr~ e c t , h lo+ par + culaN-ly the

wrought iron baiustradiz and Ohe pairs
of, loriic columns .
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sea and ererAmd so thizt Jcunes Bur ion
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The Wa) k now Wrns back. +wards the
central $0zatures o f i i he -lci~ p lan .

.

On 44z w~ b e nz is zion opportuneconsider Ohe classical' Orders o(
~~ e c~ . %Re A vl c ieY4t CI ree k's
d esigned tk rez. — Dor i c. , loruc ,
Cor irvt hnCun.. O lniz, Mvn a nS a d d ed
Cuscari. ~ < Congas'I+z. i o r noAce
Pv'e. in. aAA. •
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NtasoneLc. Ibad Dor ic
Roenan ionic.
Pr compoenson .

One auLhonkq has descr ibecL the
colonnade a s h aveneeI Tuscan coIIAmns
overs s ~ Do r i c . Far comparison
I hcwe skekhed. a ' copeI book ' eezrsion
oI' Tuscan anoL you can see ZhW Iet
has g. base cuneL a. c4,+nenes.shape, of
capital. Ab %is %me vn. oue tusloq
~e s ses used copy books or ther own
sketch. booKs Qr CeSAs and. in R Leonards

designs on gnzek onclinals 'I heeee sketcheoL
sovne. o( %e due.s bub I me.uat warn %ah
excephons can. be %ounoL.

JIznees Pdzr-Ion seems Io hcuee basecL hes

ooo
o oooo

)%i ocooeoo oo
Tuscan. +r
corn poNison

oo

ooe • ooo eOoo

Roman. Doric ornoeone~
+peccul CIreek

Ihe colonneeoe

7 gi
enkrance ko@e hot+
Ms o hcunenwq loneIc. porch wa.s the original

I, placecL h nz H
probzcL. the cw'rLnnoI oluesR + In the
seaside clues.

o rIgInczL Hurv price.

e.

In Wast. AscereL AEse houses were pU+- dI- Ijhe
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The Masonic. Hali is ttie ceivbre-piece o f James
Surtons weve Wwn.. It has au Az c4gnky aNid.
presence wlvich %us importaivt position demands.

+ ogleend detail ~ re than compensiule tor iits

lack+si3e in comparison wiph the hopep and, o f
course, someone added. another slorei~ and ico f
po the originep howl . i t ic sowph elevabicn is based.
ver olosepLI on a Dpreek Doric. temple be thu
two wings were extendecL leiter ancL hizve no
coavvbzrpart in opassicaL examples. Even aL
4e OHier encL Javnes Burton inolinded a Do~ic
dasioiA aktaohed io phe waU.. fptc Matin cvxls ot
the ~ p pae. passes ppwoucph phiz Hath and. tilvrough
%a cwc4vcuI betweeri tost and. Wast Lodges.
ipsis,leads to one o( %e surprises, a smaZLpevk
set ni. aviz' andre rernizins 4 a agent � . Sq
aV mieans have a <picpc look but this Wapp<
nzttievis to the par K l a t izr
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aALoC henz, tihe ~ eob u sed. hAs ClottLic. book..

The Wciiik naw pcisses to the west at' the park
to CANA~ A lii a noC Wizst tktl Road. hnRLedi~
llvnz is anoltiizr 'RRLwprisIz ' lhe trisliitwbz., naw a. g'lass
QotarII, l87 I . l hcwe cLIlreadLI 0LLeruhoneoL copHj books

;Loci Rnacl / RE this Lib looks iezlher IAke u chuAvoCL..
lihAs cocdd be beccLLLse LLAz tend to assocAcLIbc poirrled
cvrchizs ancL+rzicenAi, henz plica hcicag i with. mecsieva(
otucrohes. l% is worttL reazlCiq thcot the cloltHictnasons
used <hese detnks fr aniznLIl tjjpes oI. budc4n~ czncl
t woukol. RAN suNpcise tkerrc ta see pal>vied oR-chirI nL
om tnsktuIhz areirerc oc <jkcai tzzotaroi or school baths

i
is building was erst used H

proiride the. bciths Qn CCplandS

s huztakL orL the r i g W
Schocrt which is seerI I'rL 51<

I
L

+
I

(~RLIARRY HILL
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V~~g@
ln LRlu~ 4 ' ll James lhzrton deporls
Qrn 'his plan aNLd seems inhznA. on
cnzoHhng a 'cmarden ~ . ' horn
the road we see justg4ziLpses.
Lktsovne sAge. James was
joined.+ his sorL Decimus
czind. perticcps we are seeinq
fans in fLuence hevz
%he cozntalete WaCk ~ e s i n
'rl(est. 84 anLLC Sascobel. Roads

lf IIoLA wish to trzke a shorter
toukz conLbruce lop ~ t i ce
awol 4un +v pccLIe lO

~flats <'~p.



P"3> 7.
West HIlh Rond. covu4uns qyiNg. a.
lot ot c,lassieoA. design oNtd. I suggest:
upu sec how wel( clou recount,se the
v<urious detn i ls . I must earn that
one. g them appears in an unusual
gnn. On %e leg as yet look
tovJaNds %e sea. She ppranuck.
i nde I3rnuettarCL iS the Bur i n

~vuunevk. On Sheoppose:e
side g the. roacL l4 , ts anct 18 were

+ JaNnes B>ur Mn .
Auzn on %e tele acpin. ~s the evert: o( a
Ioncier kcrrace wi th l ions ym n u nq the pv kc tcor.

A t 5 o scobel Road t here i s a nother s u r p r i se . . . . . . .
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.... frorrI c,lassIcaA. we. ohengk to a stern rIovthkrn
Qothrc. In stone., appcopvIWkbg lhk 4i icbhlaNIds
Pcrtz.l ) 18,14-. RouNId. the, cornkv aNI ovrkt
wIndow progeobs Q IYL a erst paov roorrr and
a di p a vchwcwt leads ttINouph. ta a.~ews .
F ix.+hkv wp thk road. ya t a ,nother s hale appears.
ItM stepped. chalk'Iks avk supposed W showI Dukcirr
inp.uknck. %he walV & m s to the ricIhIb ala~ a.
-IooQakh. M warots QoskrnouNd: where,$v aha

I =.I3I

~r rreW w k ark bark a IIM ~ s S uI v t on

Ras k rnowrub
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IP wiz,s dlzsl

Ivn I Y lkv us l o YL w l kD

hhouNIIb curn akhrihuIhzcA -Io
Dlzciznus I akoW 1870 .

Zt Raslzn owns knnh l the
Imp: md. we. arIz en. the.
ttloihlands wIIIII. sco&shI.
8~ z uaA 1880 . Covutlnlze,
bzaring H the,right lIn.

A rchlzry k oaol . 4 .n
Arche.ru Soollzg ulnas set
up wL the. MeIQ HIQn.
I855 cw L thz t zzNoilzts wm
'Iln tltIz, IzltvoNlcLS H %u.
righIb. %e houses lnThe

%Ill. Coueglz is solnethllnol

scenlz but: the Input.honk'y
hm aA-. 1<mst pnzslzrveA
the. Uplands School, o. I85o

Wc nouns nzgoin Qua.~
Ak x hIznz Pape.l+orL
providesanodes
archive ctuunzII. spic.,
thiS tiIne, h6 t' HlnioeI
O znd &e l ian in~ .

1877/79 b a mls.d
a,rc4keck g the.

plzriocL 4 a n n en. Shzlzo
w~q ocr

e
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oNioL the tnassivp
Waitk.in) past ttagelton

retciininr5 wo4 wtvioh.
suppoW 'the Mourn
we, come to Ctloucestirr
Lodge, one g ttie
larger, houses ovtor
lookinco 64 Leonards
Cjlardens BuJ James
B>ur ton i

details sugaesr. he
used iakz gothic.
models' V

2

L —

Cg'~ca~
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~tt II H
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North Lodge i s more obviously late Ctothic
or odor as the. rather paA.aNc4 indicates — by James, IB>o.
Itirouah the crrch~ P >aston Lodge., De6mus 1850,has an t~ cttiiatky
the ctuiirch. Rwer belongs to %.John's eNid is aLL that rzmairrs g S i r A r t huN
5totnlt etd's design, 188l , the rest being rebuiLt ~ weNdarruLrIe .

~H i~ iHIHi 'itii i vi

As a ohcvncteQm rstreets
I suctcIesB utou weQ' back.
tti,roughthe Ct aNdens beak

have a look akttte
'ne baNcteboarA. on the

eaves o I the co+ e ornee

Lodge by Jarries 5ur ton .
mitci4 door t o N o rt;h.
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On.+e lef t the. view Pom the. top of Si- Leonards
Ctardens is dominated bUt Clock House l828 in
the igothic Shdle i b it James Burton . From the
gardens it is very imposing, from Patte Hill it
is jus t a s i ngle s to reit bu i lding - an indicat ion of
the shape of the. land which helps to make ihe area
so interesHng • O r i theright along one of the
pa+hs there is a monumenC to James burton
and a g l i iTUpse of CjloucesQr Lodclq

F11

t
. I i ;

JAMES BURTDN
FOUNKliIF S. MONilllS

50NI Ill DIER IS37
Ises

PE

&,4, PI , 4.' gC
Clock@ouse + m Mate t tJAt.
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FuNtsier Cown tlute
garda.ns thenz is
lhis prospeW o ( t4.
houses in Aleek4kE,
%< r in viispircotton
Outot mOSbg bol JaNnZS

aNe back cutacn. aob
Soukti (or, F anoLW.)mgei sg.

We we

A~kl

C~Tr('+Q tarp

lest: rn so @riyadh. siuonz ~ hous inzt .
aNtZGL. IS Orr tki e eg-Stern S'Ide Of Sh Vk2AAS

ln ttus Welk I have souci
biutc4ngs aNiot some of the.
people who <nmg H tue in thts ttzw %cubitthese.
meeo4uL shopsanzac services. Jcorries pompon.
provic4zcL tham m Merccotonoi (tner~ ts) enoZ
Lavakortr (laundries) . these people haoLthzir
-fatiu4,ss airizZ. in 1847 a. schoot uzzs opened w.
Neriatonzi . Gonne of the ~robots m@ hzoe
aspinzoL to oc house in Gtzznhepe Place . Attttoiigh
tie ~ wA . So tnuoh, a,rohit:ec+iuizzz. ~
these hudctcruto have zz. si~e chinky a. ~

is wor% emptorin' + a diff'~ QFe of

hb to describe the mann
tiouses IIhic weU tozto

archc% cbcre .

LauakortzL. m HorrnaNr Roa<- probakg
snuch Changeel

Atizrraccz. housiz in Stanhopiz. Plczciz

aij
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A book.list lyike this syttgyut depetncL veruI eysttch onthe. yuork.of others ftyr

Its histor ica I bactcctr ound  + m Thoynas Walker Rorse f t eld F.5 . A ,
yuho wrote of S t L tzonard s " Ttgyts Fttrishy+ oucI4smcccL, is ve~
impor tanZ, p o rn the factof thtz ntzw town o f the same. name. hctutncI
been built pa r t l y w i t h in iA. '( The History Aw+quuttes and
Topociraphq of thtz Ccyuryt y of Sussex 18gyb) via ICelly's
D irect or ies t o t he. ccyn&ibuA:ions of people. -h3 whotn I hcztye
wpokgzn o r wr y+Iten . I ny tust t hctnk. pa r t t c ulccrly Dr p D u nbay
Jcyknson J, P. ctstcyt Sarr ut Funnel Esca. Thy' retyutndect me t hcut
theryz is a. Iot m ora t o be. seen th an I can i LLushcute on kuzlve pages,
Re LlptaNtds t The Law n a s wtzLL as tine area I m en t ton o n pacttz 12,
Fctr+iculcurLOI try A lfy tzct S t r e e t S ht gpperd U t r eAzt aNtd Rior th Stttzet-.
Hohyuever t h tz c'esponst bilk s p r t t zy t cu n cL s l 'yztzhe s i s c obt ryun iz .

It is a s ober inct thoucthyb tha,t a s l p r t zpccrtz %ese pactes for the
pr iyrtt iz r I ca n n o t ev en p l ea d a ~ s pr inyt ! R r taLLut, for those. who
wish H c' tzctd nytortz a tsocct t h e h i s t o r y o( JaNntgs Eutrton ancyL hts new
Wwn I wo cutoL commend " Buurton,'s S t . LeonaNds u btII 3. Vctnwanincj
P>comines ( I-Iasbncis tytstsettyn, 195c' )

cotyyt i cing- © M i chae-I Pmrrtctr ct Quip I)77.

Pubttshed by
East S usseyt County Council
pn tee hessccp t su I Ne he en CP 360
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